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     Success Spotlight  
  There have been many success stories over the past three years. The fol-

lowing testimony is from a former resident, who now volunteers to share her 

story with current residents.  

By the time I came to stay at The Lighthouse Shelter, I had made a huge 

mess of my life. I started using drugs at the age of 13. The worst of all was 

when I got hooked on crystal meth when I turned 19. My boyfriend and I 

were using heavily and selling it together  in Southern California until we 

ran out of money and drugs and were on the outs with all the òfriendsó we 

thought we had. We became homeless and suffered in the 100 degree plus 

temperatures. My boyfriend was from Southern Illinois, so we decided to 

come out here. We got into the shelter, got jobs and saved up enough money to move into an apart-

ment in Carterville. Right behind our apartment was Victory Baptist Church. I went over one day 

to ask if I could play the piano and was invited to church. I started going and the Lord began con-

victing me of  the sin in  my life. One night, after my boyfriend had disappeared, I met Pastor Glen 

Aulgur and his wife Julie, telling them how my life was a wreck and I didnõt know what I was go-

ing to do. Then he asked me, ò Katie, if you were to die today, are you 100% sure youõd go to 

Heaven?ó I wasnõt, and I got SAVED that night ( March 25th, 2009) ! Today, I am no longer a drug 

addict. The Bible says, ò If  any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed 

away, behold all things become newó. I finally have the peace that I was looking for all along.                          

                                                                                                                                            Katie Walsh       

   THEREõS NO PLACE LIKE HOMEé.  

                    MISSIONS since January 2007  

        1,400 HOMELESS NEIGHBORS HAD A SAFE HOME  

        89,000 MEALS WERE SERVED  

        50 % FOUND EMPLOYMENT AND HOUSING  

        25 % WERE CHILDREN   10 % WERE VETERANS  

 

                     TO GOD BE THE GLORY !  
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Then the King will say to those on his right; ôCome, you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
For I was hungry and you gave me food: I was thirsty an you gave me drink; I was a 
stranger and you invited me in; I needed cloths and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.õ  

Then the righteous will answer him, õLord when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and 
invite you in or needing cloths and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison 
and go to visit you?  

The King will reply, õ I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
my brethren, you did for meõ.                                                              Matthew 25: 34-40  

Thanks to all the churches and individuals who give monthly to 
fund our mission project.  The involvement of the community is 
essential to our ongoing success .  

If we have not visited your church to share our homeless mission, 
give us a call at 618-922-1608.    

In order to save costs we are building an e-mail data base for fu-
ture issues. To receive our newsletter by email please respond to  
barb@thelighthouseshelter.com  

With our 501(C)3  status, all donations or memorials are tax deductable in accordance with the law.  

"REMEMBER THE LIGHTHOUSE"   ð   A new addition to our donor base which reflects memorial 
bequests made for a loved one.  

You may also choose to honor someone who has touched your life by acknowledging a special occasion .   

Choose direct deposit through pay pal at www.thelighthouseshelter.com by clicking donations or just 
mail to The Lighthouse Shelter, P.O. Box 732, Marion. IL. 62959. 

 

Donations were made  IN MEMORY of:   

HERSHEL DENTON  

DR. E.L. CORDER  

PAT KOEPHE  

IDA PRIEST   

MILDRED RENDLEMAN  

ALLAN Mc VICAR  

Donations were made  IN CELEBRATION of: 

Christmas in remembrance of PEGGY FORD  by her daughter, Nana 

A house blessing for LEON AND LORI FOLLOWELL  
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Becky Ashton ( Right), CEO of Herrin Hospital presented 

Lighthouse Shelter representatives with a $5,000 check for         

operating expenses.  

A group of realtors from various local agencies came 

together in support of the shelter with a check for over 

$1,100. Valerie Camden  presented the check.  

Jeff Robertson, accompanied by members of the senior class of the Goreville High School, delivered can goods from the 

schools food drive. (Right) The praise and worship band from The Marion First Church of God share an evening of   

gospel music, at the shelter ,one night each month.  

       PRAISE THE LORD!  

We have a new pole barn 
which has a temperature 
control area to store canned 
and dry goods. 

The remainder of the build-
ing is used to house furni-
ture, appliances and bed-
ding donated by community 
members for the residents 
moving into their new 
homes. Out boxes of food 
are also provided.  

                           Community  Partners on a MISSION                                                                                           

                                         These donations are a blessing since our expenses are $16,000 per month.  


